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surroundings remind one of scenery in Umbria, will no longer be recognizable, and instead of the three thousand Italians living here now, a very much greater number and their families will have arrived.
Two dates show what swift progress has been made here. Gimma was occupied by the Italians in November 1936 ; on 13 October 1937 the Governor made his entry. Now many sawmills and brickyards are already working, streets and houses are reaching completion, and the former sixty thousand slaves of this place (Mohammedans) are earning their living as free men.
I should have liked to pay a brief visit to Kaffa, simply because the name pleases me and as it is the home of coffee. The capital, Bonga, could be reached in a day; but, unfortunately, the new bridge is not quite finished. It would mean a delay of many hours, and my aeroplane was waiting to take me on the next stage of my journey.
At this height (5700 feet) one can still walk about without a sun helmet. In any case, I object to wearing one, as it presses on the forehead and ruins the hair. But in Gambela I should have to put up with it, unless I were prepared to risk sunstroke. Gambela lies 225 miles away, and so the journey would probably take us about an hour and a half.
Air travel spoils one. It offers so many fine spectacles and unusual things, which are missed if one travels by other means. As we flew on, we had magnificent views of mountain ranges, native villages, and luxuriant forests. . . .
Slowly we began to climb down. It grew oppressively hot. Below lay a muddy river. There was no sign oftukuls, but semi-nude native women stared up at us. At one time we saw an ostrich. I wondered what sort of place we were coming to.
Gambela struck me as being like nothing so much as a suburb of the infernal regions. I have the utmost admiration for the fifteen Italians who live in this abominably hot, unhealthy forty-five square kilometres of borderland. Besides wireless and gramophones they have no sources of entertainment From time to time comes the news that a